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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 1, line 7, "the arranging direction" lacks antecedent basis. Moreover, in 
claim 1, lines 6-7, "a pair of dielectric substrates... in the arranging direction of said 
resonators" is vague and indefinite as to what forms resonators (e.g., are resonators are 
formed by a pair of dielectric substrates, or resonators are separately formed apart from 
the pair of dielectric substrate?). 

In claim 5, "wherein said dielectric substrate having the joint surface formed with 
said slot has a width greater than that of the other dielectric substrate" appears to be 
misleading since the other dielectric substrate 32 (see fig. 3) does not have a slot to 
compare the size with the slot in the dielectric substrate 31 . 

In claim 6, it is unclear as to how input and output sections are structurally 
related to the waveguide-type dielectric filter recited in claim 1. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Arakawa 
(EP 0856902 A2, insofar as understood). 

Arakawa (figs. 1 and 2) discloses a waveguide-type dielectric filter comprising: a 
dielectric block includes a pair of dielectric substrates (the dielectric blocks that form the 
resonators, la, lb) which is divided an arranging direction of resonators la, lb and 
joined together, and a slot/coupling-adjustment hole 2 formed in each of joint surfaces 
to provide the coupling portion between the adjacent resonators. 

Regarding claims 4 and 5, Arakawa (fig. 8) also shows a slot 2a is formed in only 
one of the joint surfaces. Thus, the slot in the dielectric substrate la has "a greater 
width" than the other dielectric substrate 1 b. 

Regarding claim 6 (insofar as understood, Arakawa (fig. 13) shows input and 
output sections 4a, 4b, a conductive film (the conductive film surrounding 71a, 72a) 
formed between the join surfaces. It is inherent that the conductive film provides a 
coupling portion for input or output section since the conductive film adjust the 
resonators la, lb that are coupled to input and output sections 4a, 4b. 

Claims 1-3 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yasuda (JP 61-156903 A, insofar as understood). 

Yasuda (fig. 1) discloses a dielectric filter comprising: a dielectric block 22 
includes a pair of dielectric substrates 26A 26B which is divided an arranging direction 
of resonators 24A-24C and joined together, and a slot 41a formed in each of joint 
surfaces 25 to provide the coupling portion between the adjacent resonators. 
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Regarding claim 6, Yasuda (fig. 6) also discloses a conductive film 56A, 56B, 
57A, 57B fonned between the join surfaces 55 to provide a coupling portion of an input 
or output section 47, 48. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Arakawa et al. (US 764) discloses a waveguide-type filter having a plurality of 
slots for adjusting the coupling between resonators; and 

Snygg et al. (fig. 7) discloses a waveguide-type dielectric filter having two 
dielectric substrates joined together through slots. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Seungsook Ham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2405. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday, 8:00AM-5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert Pascal can be reached on (571)-272-1769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). ^ a 
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